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NEW  YEAR'S  GREETINGS . 

It  seems  that  1994  is  very  much  upon  us,  and  we  do  want  to  send  you 
our  very  best  wishes  for  all  the  good  things  that  holiday  felici¬ 
tations  usually  convey.  What  surprises  us  most  about  the  advent  of 
the  new  year  is  that  we're  already  knee-deep  in  1994  convention 
preparations  and  it  seems  as  if  our  Baltimore  get-together  just  ended 
a  few  short  weeks  ago. 

AND  ON  THAT  SUBJECT... 

conventions,  that  is,  it's  hard  to  contain  our  enthusiasm  for  all 
that's  being  done  to  make  our  San  Francisco  event  simply  outstanding 
in  every  respect.  Our  co-chairpersons,  Ruth  Willard  and  Shirley  Mohr, 
have  combined  ingenuity  with  an  insider's  knowledge  of  their  city's 
attractions  to  develop  a  program  literally  jam-packed  with  enjoyable 
things  to  see  and  do.  By  now,  you've  probably  received  the  first 
convention  mailing  (or  will  shortly) ,  and  have  read  for  yourself  what 
fun  lies  in  store.  But  just  in  case  you  overlooked  it,  our  Thursday 
kickoff  is  something  you  surely  don't  want  to  miss:  the  thrilling 
"San  Francisco  Experience,"  a  twilight  cruise  of  San  Francisco  Bay, 
and  dinner  at  Neptune's  Palace;  on  Saturday,  a  buffet  lunch  and  tour 
of  the  Sheraton  Palace,  one  of  the  most  renowned  hotels  in  the  world; 
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on  Saturday  night,  our  gala  reception  and  banguet;  and  throughout  the 
weekend,  scales  on  display,  scales  on  auction,  scales  for  barter  and 
sale,  scales  on  the  speakers'  podium.  In  a  word,  don't  miss  our 
Sixteenth  Convention  in  San  Francisco,  and  because  the  City  on  the  Bay 
offers  so  many  attractions,  plan  to  come  for  at  least  five  to  seven 
days.  Do  yourself  a  favor  and  send  in  your  registration  right  now. 
We'll  do  the  rest  to  make  sure  you  have  a  wonderful  time. 

A  WORD  OF  APOLOGY. 

Our  Society  has  never  been  healthier,  and  the  workload  that's  gener¬ 
ated  in  order  to  serve  our  members  has  never  been  heavier.  As  you 
know,  that  workload  is  borne  by  a  very  few  volunteers,  all  of  whom 
have  their  own  businesses  to  run.  Well,  wouldn't  you  know  that  as  a 
result  of  our  current  workload,  our  dues  billing  was  quite  late  in 
going  out  and  didn't  reach  our  members  until  mid-December.  As  you 
might  imagine,  it  made  the  requested  payment  date  of  December  15  quite 
unlikely  (like  unlikely-impossible) ,  to  say  nothing  of  the  "salt  in 
the  wound"  reaction  brought  on  by  the  reference  to  a  $10  surcharge  "if 
(dues  are)  paid  after  December  15." 

Because  of  this  problem,  we  hasten  to  advise  all  of  you  that  if  you 
pay  your  dues  promptly,  we  won't  hold  you  to  the  impossible  date  we 
imposed  on  you,  nor  will  we  expect  you  to  pay  the  $10  surcharge  unless 
you  remit  payment  after  January  15.  In  a  nutshell,  we  erred,  but  we 
still  need  your  cooperation  in  making  our  collection  efforts  bearable. 
Fair  is  fair. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE  ABOUT  NEW  CATALOGS. 

First  of  all,  we're  extremely  pleased  to  report  that  on  special  offer, 
courtesy  of  Diana  Crawforth,  of  five  catalogs  and  one  book,  was  met 
with  a  resounding  response.  Approximately  70  members  bought  a  total 
of  270  publications.  However,  it's  quite  urgent  that  all  those  who 
placed  an  order  should  be  aware  of  the  following: 


(3) 


1.  The  deadline  for  ordering  was  December  15.  Only  by  that  date 
were  we  able  to  compile  the  orders  to  determine  what 
quantities  we'd  need  from  England. 

2.  In  early  January,  we  sent  a  list  of  our  requirements  to 
Diana  Crawforth  in  England. 

3.  Diana  has  advised  us  that  it  will  take  approximately  a  month 
for  the  English  printer  to  fill  the  order.  (Let's  figure  by 
February  10.) 

4.  When  the  printing  and  binding  are  done,  Diana  then  will  have 
the  publications  packed  in  bulk  for  sea  shipment  to  Steve 
Ginsberg  in  Boston,  which  should  take  about  four  to  five 
weeks.  (Let's  figure  by  March  15.) 

5.  When  the  shipment  reaches  Boston,  Steve  and  Riva-Jill 
Ginsberg  will  then  mail  about  70  individual  orders  at  book 
rate  to  members  across  the  U.S.  That  should  take  about  two 
weeks . 

WHICH  MEANS  THAT  ORDERS  SHOULD  REACH  EVERYONE  ABOUT  APRIL  1ST. 


We've  taken  the  trouble  to  let  you  know  what's  involved  so  you'll 
understand  the  need  for  patience.  We'll  expedite  the  process  where  we 
can,  and  perhaps  we  can  get  the  orders  out  earlier,  but  please  bear 
with  us,  now  that  you  know  our  timetable. 

AND  ABOUT  BOOKS. 

**  Many  of  you  presently  have  in  your  library  two  books  that  are  very 
popular  with  scale  collectors,  namely,  "Scales  &  Balances"  and 
"Weights  &  Measures"  by  John  Graham  of  England.  However,  for  a 
long  while  they  were  out  of  print  and  we  begrudgingly  deleted  them 
from  our  library  list.  But  good  news  has  followed  bad,  they  are 
back  in  print,  and  again  repose  in  our  library. 
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If  you've  joined  ISASC  in  the  last  several  years,  it  may  be  that 
you  don't  know  about  them,  so  we  urge  you  to  see  the  detailed 
description  in  the  enclosed  library  list,  and  then,  for  a  paltry 
$12,  buy  the  pair.  And  while  you're  at  it,  look  over  the  entire 
list  and  take  this  opportunity  to  add  to  your  metrology  library. 
There's  nothing  more  enjoyable  than  reading  up  on  scales  during 
long  winter  nights. 

**  John  Shannon,  a  member  from  Denver,  Colorado,  tells  us  he's  moving 
ahead  with  the  publication  of  a  book  titled  "History  of  the  U.S. 
Assay  Balance  Makers."  Besides  containing  a  number  of  balance 
catalogs  John  owns,  the  book  would  include  the  history  of  makers 
Becker,  Kohlbusch,  Voland,  Troemner,  Ainsworth,  Denver  Balance 
Co.,  Smith  &  Thompson,  Keller,  and  Heusser.  John  is  asking  any 
members  who  have  information  about  the  history  of  these  or  other 
companies  to  please  contact  him.  His  full  address  and  phone 
number  are  in  the  current  1993  membership  directory. 

A  BARGAIN  FOR  A  LUCKY  MEMBER. 

Jerry  Katz  of  Potomac,  Maryland,  tells  us  that  he's  ready  to  part  with 
a  duplicate  set  of  EQM's,  plus  an  EQM  Index  and  four  binders,  at  an 
exceptionally  low  price.  The  EQM's  consist  of  48  issues  (43  origi¬ 
nals,  5  photocopies) ,  starting  with  Issue  #1,  1978  (our  very  first 
issue)  through  and  including  Issue  #1,  1990.  According  to  our 
official  price  list,  the  48  EQM's,  Index  and  binders  have  a  value  of 
$366,  and  Jerry's  ready  to  sell  it  all  for  $250,  including  shipping. 
Only  one  extra  set  is  for  sale,  so  it's  first  come,  first  served. 
Contact  Jerry  at  1108  Pipestem  Place,  Potomac,  MD  20854;  301/279-9320. 

TEXTILE  SCALE  COLLECTORS,  TAKE  NOTE. 

George  Mallis,  long-time  member  from  Wilbraham,  Massachusetts,  relates 
that  Dr.  Richard  M.  Candee,  Professor  of  American  and  New  England 
Studies  Program  at  Boston  U. ,  is  engaged  in  research  on  knitted 
fabrics.  George  believes  that  Dr.  Candee  would  be  interested  in 
scales  used  in  the  textile  industry,  and  suggests  that  we  request  of 
members  who  have  such  scales  to  provide  Dr.  Candee  with  pictures  and 


(5) 


descriptions  of  same.  We,  too,  think  it's  well  worth  doing,  and  here¬ 
with  provide  the  doctor's  address:  6  Scituate  Road,  York,  ME  03904. 

A  WORD  OF  WARNING. 

Bill  Berning,  one  of  our  resident  experts  on  coin-operated  scales, 
writes  to  issue  "a  word  of  caution"  to  any  member  who  finds  a 
"bargain"  Mr.  Peanut  scale.  Bill  tells  us  he's  seen  fakes  that  look 
very  good,  and  that  we  should  beware  before  we  buy. 

HANDS  ACROSS  THE  SEA. 

Gloria  and  Ralph  Lipfert  headed  for  England  this  past  October,  and 
while  antiquing  in  Camden  Passage  (London) ,  ran  into  members  Ben  and 
Chernie  Shayman.  It  was  more  than  just  a  plain  coincidence,  as  the 
Lipferts  and  Shaymans  also  met,  quite  by  accident,  a  year  or  two  prior 
in  the  Antarctic!  After  London,  the  Lipferts  drove  north  to  Long 
Eaton  to  take  in  the  Euro-Chapter  Fall  Convention,  which  turned  out  to 
be  a  bonanza.  Not  only  did  they  thoroughly  enjoy  hobnobbing  with  all 
the  English  members,  but  they  bought  three  books  on  weights  and  "some 
other  choice  items,"  and  then  were  treated  to  supper  and  an  evening  of 
scale-viewing  at  the  home  of  Noel  and  Janet  Scarratt  in  Leicester.  As 
Gloria  tells  it,  the  Scarratt ' s  collection  is  "spectacular"  (and  which 
Margie  and  I  were  privileged  to  see  in  December  of  1992).  So... 

IF  YOU'RE  ENGLAND-BOUND  THIS  SPRING... 

The  Euro-Chapter's  first  semi-annual  convention  for  1994  will  be  held 
on  Sunday,  April  10  (9:30  a.m.)  at  the  Motor  Cycle  Museum  in  the 
National  Exhibition  Centre  in  Birmingham,  Enland.  And  as  the  Lipferts 
will  surely  attest,  the  Euro-based  events  are  well-staged  and  well- 
attended,  and  you  would  do  well  to  include  a  stop  in  Birmingham  in  any 
European  excursion  you're  planning.  If  you'd  like  more  details,  write 
or  call  Brian  Stimpson,  6  Sycamore  Avenue,  Allestree,  Derby  DE3  2HZ, 
England;  telephone  0332  559  068. 
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BACK  TO  THE  18TH  CENTURY. 

It  seems  there's  a  movement  afoot  to  restore  some  historical  buildings 
at  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  the  site  of  one  of  our  earliest  ship¬ 
building  yards.  Lending  a  hand  to  this  project  are  George  and  Mary 
Hedrick,  antique  dealers  of  Atlanta,  Georgia  (404/969-2061) ,  who  are 
asking  if  we  can  refer  them  to  any  dealers  who  have  18th  Century 
scales  for  sale  that  could  be  used  in  this  restoration.  If  you  are 
one  such  dealer,  or  know  of  any,  please  take  note  of  the  Hedrick's 
request  and,  if  you  can,  aid  them  in  their  search.  It's  a  most 
worthwhile  cause. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  PROGRESS  REPORT. 

Judy  and  Eric  Soslau  have  produced  the  first  draft  of  this  eagerly- 
awaited  publication,  and  while  admittedly  in  the  rough,  it's  a  very 
real  and  tangible  first  step.  A  number  of  members  have  contributed 
important  information  about  books  on  scales,  and  between  now  and  this 
coming  May,  Judy  and  Eric  have  told  us  that  draft  #2,  considerably 
closer  to  the  finished  product,  should  be  ready  for  member  presenta¬ 
tion  at  the  San  Francisco  convention.  The  project,  as  the  Soslaus 
will  tell  you,  is  big  and  complex  and  time-consuming,  more  so  than  any 
of  us  realized,  but  it's  well  in  hand,  and  if  we  meet  our  timetable, 
it  should  be  ready  for  publication  and  available  to  our  members  by  the 
end  of  1994. 

DIRECTOR  UPDATE. 

As  you  probably  know,  ISASC,  at  full  strength,  has  seven  directors, 
four  in  North  America  and  three  in  Europe.  This  past  winter,  however, 
Albert  Rangeley  of  England  resigned,  and  this  past  fall  the  six 
directors  presently  in  office  elected  John  Knights  of  South 
Humberside,  England,  to  fill  the  vacant  post.  John  is  a  long-standing 
and  dedicated  member  of  the  Euro-Chapter,  and  we  thank  him  for  his 
willingness  to  serve.  (And  now  we  go  from  Director  Update  to... 
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DIRECTORY  UPDATE. 

Our  North  American  Chapter  membership  now  stands  at  an  all-time  high 
of  284,  and  there's  no  end  in  sight.  Don't  forget  to  add  the  enclosed 
Supplement  #3  to  your  1993  Directory,  which  soon  will  be  replaced  by 
the  1994  Directory,  scheduled  to  reach  you  in  our  April  mailing. 

OUR  CONDOLENCES . . . 

go  to  member  Margaret  Van  Frank  of  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  on  the  untimely 
loss  of  her  husband,  Bob.  "Maggie,"  as  she's  affectionately  known, 
has  long  been  a  member  of  ISASC  and,  with  husband  Bob,  attended  many 
of  our  conventions.  We  know  their  many  friends  in  ISASC  join  Margie 
and  me  in  extending  to  Maggie  our  heartfelt  sympathy. 

AND  NOW,  FOR  SOME  DESERVING  THANKS. 

During  the  year,  our  officers  and  directors,  along  with  a  number  of 
members,  all  pitch  in  to  keep  ISASC  going  smoothly  or  to  enhance  our 
member  services  or  to  broaden  our  vistas.  Whatever  their  contribu¬ 
tion,  it's  invariably  selfless  in  terms  of  time  and  effort  and 
important  in  terms  of  value  to  our  Society.  With  that  preface,  here's 
a  list  of  those  to  whom  we're  indebted  for  their  1993  services: 

1.  Jan  Macho,  our  treasurer,  who's  kept  busy,  busy,  busy  tending 
to  our  finances,  as  well  as  serving  as  a  director. 

2.  Steve  Ginsberg,  who  is  not  only  a  director,  but  also,  with 
partner  Riva-Jill,  runs  our  very  active  publications  division 
and  also  takes  on  several  very  important  convention  functions. 

3.  Jerry  Katz,  who  faithfully  and  efficiently  handles  the 
several  hundred  annual  requests  we  receive  for  information  on 
scales.  Truly  a  job  that  requires  the  patience  of  Job. 

4.  Bill  Doniger.  a  director,  who,  with  his  overseas  co-directors, 
Diana  Crawforth.  Serge  Camilleri.  and  John  Knights,  rises  to 
the  occasion  whenever  ISASC  needs  some  sound  guidance. 
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5*  Diana  Crawforth.  our  talented  EQM  editor,  who  sees  us  through 
some  almost  impossible  deadlines  and,  in  addition,  manages  to 
serve  ISASC  in  so  many  other  ways. 

6*  Ruth  Willard  and  Shirley  Mohr,  two  stalwarts  who  are  doing  an 
exceptional  job  of  planning  our  1994  convention  in  San 
Francisco.  (So  you'd  better  be  there.) 

7  •  Judy  and  Eric  Soslau.  who  are  providing  both  the  inspiration 
and  the  perspiration  needed  to  get  our  long-awaited  bibliogra¬ 
phy  project  underway. 

8.  Ed  Konowitz  and  Harvey  Kotler.  who  are  getting  started  on  the 
idea  of  a  video  library  of  prominent  scale  collections. 

9.  And  the  many  members  who  so  generously  are  supporting  our 
Benefactor  Program,  well  underway  for  1994  and  again  looking 
to  be  a  success. 

AND  NOW. . . 

We'll  say  goodbye,  with  the  dual  wish  that  1994  turns  out  to  be  a 
bountiful  year  for  you,  and  that  we'll  be  seeing  you  in  San  Francisco 
this  coming  May. 


Fraternally, 


